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PBEFACE 


The  accompanying  Narrative  and  Correspondence  have   recently 

been  acquired  by  the  British  Museum,  and  are  now  to  be  found 

in  'Additional  MSS.'  35,  251,  fol.  26,  &c.     Imperfect  as  these 

papers    are,  they  throw    strong    light   ou   the    relations   between 

Rupert  and  the  King  of  Portugal,  proving  beyond  doubt  that  the 

latter  had  deliberately  arranged  for  the  reception  of  the  Prince's 

fleet  and  for  giving  to  the  port  of  Lisbon  a  character  hostile  to  the 

Commonwealth. 

S.  R.  G. 

[The  Council  are    indebted    to  Mrs.   S.   R.    Gardiner  for  the 
revision  of  the  following  text.] 
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PEINCE   EUPEET   AT  LISBON 


A    Breife    RELATION    OF     SUCH     PASSAGES    AND     PROCEEDINGS,     AS 

happened    between    the     klng    of    portugall    and     his 
Ministers  on  the  behalfe  of  the  King  of  Great  Brittaine 

AFTER     THE      ArRIVALL       OF       HIS      MAty     THE     KlNG    OF    GREAT 

Brittaine  his  fleet  in  the  port  of  Lisboa. 

His  Highnesse  Prince  Rupert  comming  into  the  said  port,  with 
his  sayd  Matye  the  King  of  Great  Brittaines  his  fleet,  about 
the  end  of  November  in  the  yeare  16  i9  was  thei'e  at  first 
receaved  and  entertayn'd  with  all  possible  expressions  of  love  & 
frendshippe,1  and  to  omitt  such  passages  as  are  nothing  rnateriall  or 
pertinent  to  the  purpose  we  intend— at  his  very  first  arrivall  there, 
was  sent  unto  him  by  the  king's  command  a  certaine  paper  signed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  certaine  articles  of  treaty  and 
agreement  concluded  on  betweene  his  said  Majesty  the  King  of 
Portugall,2  and  one  Sr  Arnold  Dulisle  on  the  behalfe  of  the  King 
of  great  Brittaine  about  the  liberty  of  portes  for  the  fleet  of  his 
said  Matye  King  of  great  Brittaine  in  the  Dominion  of  his  said 
Maty  the  King  of  Portugall ;  in  which  paper  among  others  these 
Articles  following  were  assented  to, 

That  his  said  Matys  the  King  of  Great  Brittaine's  fleete  under 
the  command  of  his  Highnesse  Prince  Rupert  should  have  the 
libertie  and  protection  of  the  portes  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugall 
during  all  the  time  he  should  thinke  fitt  to  stay  there. 

That  the  ministers  and  officers  of  the  King  of  Great  Brittaine 

1  See    the    Narrative  in   Warburton's   Memoirs   of    Prince   Rupert  and  the 
Cavaliers,  iii.  300. 

*  John  IV.,  the  first  king  of  the  House  of  Braganza. 
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should  have  power  to  make  adjudication  of  such  prizes  as  should 
be  taken  at  sea  by  his  Ma'ys  fleete ;  and  after  such  adjudication  to 
sell  and  dispose  of  the  same,  in  any  of  the  portes  of  the  Kingdome 
of  Portugal!. 

That  no  inquisition  should  be  made  in  what  fashion  or  upon 
what  titles  they  brought  any  such  goodes  to  be  sold,  because  it  doth 
not  belong  to  his  majestie  (the  King  of  Portugall)  or  his  ministers  to 
judge  of  the  qualities  or  titles  of  merchandizes  which  confederate 
nations  with  that  Crowne  doe  bring  to  sell  in  the  ports  thereof. 

That  in  case  any  shipps  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  his  said 
Ma,y  the  King  of  Great  Brittaine,  should  happen  to  come  to  any 
of  the  said  ports,  whilst  his  said  Mac'y'8  fleete  was  there,  they 
should  be  deteined  in  the  said  harbour  three  naturall  dayes,  after 
his  said  Majestie's  the  King  of  Great  Brittaine  his  fleete  was  put 
to  sea :  See  the  treaty  at  large  in  Charta  A.1 

Upon  the  assurance  of  this  agreement  the  Judge  of  the 
Admiraltie  for  his  Maty  the  King  of  Great  Brittaine  did  legally 
proceed  against  certaine  shippes  surprized  by  his  sayd  Maty's  fleete 
in  the  open  sea,  and  with  it  brought  into  the  Port  of  Lisbon ;  and 
after  .  .  .  [disjcussion  and  examination  of  the  businesse  all 
formall[ities  o]f  law  being  duly  observed  condemned  them  and  the 
goods  in  th[em]  as  lawfull  prizes  to  his  Maty  the  King  of  Great 
Brittaine  :  saving  onely  that  he  ordered  all  such  goods  aboard  a 
certaine  shippe  of  London  called  the  Roebucke,  bound  from  Brasile 
to  Lisboa  (but  in  the  way  intercepted  by  his  Majesties  fleete)  as 
did  belong  to  Portinguez,  or  such  English  as  had  beene  ancient 
inhabitants  in  Portugall,  and  had  no  trade  or  commerce  with  the 
Rebells  of  England  contrary  to  his  Maty's  proclamations,  should  be 
l'estored  to  them. 

See  the  several  sentences  given. 

After  these  sentences  were  given  there  passed  a  decree  from 
the  said  Judge  to  give  possession  of  the  said  shipps  and  goodes  for 
condemned  and  confiscated  as  aforesaid,  to  his  Highnesse  Prince 
Rupert  as  his  Matie  speciall  assignee  in  that  behalfe ;  for  him  to 
sell  and  dispose  of  the  same  for  his  Matks  use  as  he  should  think 
fitt.  And  his  Highnesse  Prince  Rupert  in  vertue  thereof  did 
contract  and  agree  with  certaine  Portuguez  merchantes  for  the 
taking  all  the  said  goods  of  his  hands  at  certaine  sales  betweene 
them  concluded  on  ; 

1  See  Appendix  A. 
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See  the  agreement  betweene  the  Prince  and  the  Portuguese 
merchants. 

Whilst  this  businesse  of  the  saile  of  the  goods  was  in  agitation 
there  came  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Prince  his 
Highnesse  bearing  date  the  23  of  December  1649  demanding 
restitution  of  the  shippe  the  Roebucke ;  upon  pretence  that  it  was 
a  shippe  in  the  immediate  service  of  the  King  of  Portugall,  and 
therefore  ought  to  bee  as  free  as  one  of  his  owne  shippes ;  upon 
the  receipt  of  which  letter  his  Highnesse  gave  command  to  the 
Judge  of  the  Admiraltie  forthwith  to  draw  up  a  paper  in  Latine, 
to  shew  the  grounds  upon  which  he  had  condemned  it ;  that  so  he 
might  send  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  give  him  satisfaction  in 
that  particular,  which  was  accordingly  done.  And  the  point  in 
controversy  cleerly  evinced ;  that  the  King  of  Portugall  had  no 
manner  of  interest  in  the  said  shippe,  but  that  the  shippe  did 
belong  to  divers  inhabitants  of  the  Citty  of  London,  and  that  the 
profitt  of  the  freight,  and  a  great  part  of  the  lading  was  to  be 
accountable  to  them. 

See  this  letter  and  the  answeare  thereunto  Charta  B.  the  1 
and  2.1 

This  answeare  was  sent  in  a  letter  written  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  letter  conteined  words  to  th[is  ef]fect ;  That  by  the 
Paper  inclosed  it  might  be  seen  [on  what  gr]ounds  the  said 
shippe,  the  Roebucke  was  adjudged  ...  to  his  Matie  the  King  of 
Great  Brittaine  ;  That  in  regard  his  said  Matie  had  now  a  legall 
title  to  the  said  shippe,  his  Highnesse  could  not  alienate  it,  without 
giving  an  accompt  to  his  Majestie,  why  he  did  it.  Howbeit 
notwithstanding  any  thinge  conteined  in  the  said  paper  if  his 
Matie  the  King  of  Portugall  would  affirme  under  his  hand,  that 
the  said  shippe  was  immediately  in  his  service,  or  that  he  desired  it 
might  be  restored  for  his  sake  his  Highnesse  would  immediately 
restore  it,  but  his  Highnesse  never  receaved  any  answeare  from  the 
Secretary  or  any  else ;  either  to  the  said  letter  or  to  the  paper  inclosed. 

On  the  seven  and  twentieth  of  January  following,2  the  Secre- 
tary did  write  another  letter  to  his  Highnesse,  wherein  he  doth 
declare,  that  the  interessed  in  the  shippes  and  goods  his  Highnesse 

1  See  Appendix  B.  The  answer  is  missing.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a 
second  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  same  date,  objecting  to  Prince  Maurice 
going  out  to  sea  with  the  object  of  preying  upon  English  commerce. 

7  1650. 
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tooke,  and  those  which  follow  the  voice  of  the  Parliament  (to 
hinder  the  disposall  of  those  goods  in  this  Port)  had  required 
Justice  of  his  Mali  in  an  ordinary  way  and  that  it  was  impossible 
for  his  Matie  to  hinder  them  but  that  he  would  rather  be  forced  to 
give  leave  to  his  tribunals  to  make  use  of  their  jurisdictions,  the 
causes  for  it  being  great  and  the  inconveniencies,  which  by  the 
contrary  may  happen  to  unquiet  the  welfare  of  the  Kingdome 
being  evident,  that  the  Kingdome  beganne  to  present  to  his 
Ma'1  with  great  resentment  that  by  no  meanes  he  doe  any  offence 
to  the  Parliament  by  reason  of  the  damage  that  thereby  might 
result  to  their  commerce  with  them,  nor  to  alter  the  ancient  lawes 
and  rites,  especially  by  the  prejudice  of  a  third  person.  That 
therfore  his  Matie  had  commanded  him  to  give  notice  to  his  High- 
nesse  before  he  came  to  imbarque1  and  sequester  the  goods  and  to 
apprehend  and  pr-oceed  against  the  buyers  to  gather  togeather  his 
shipps  and  to  procure  his  speedy  departure  with  all  brevities. 
There  weere  other  things  besides  inserted  in  the  letter  ;  which  are 
purposely  omitted,  by  reason  this  is  the  substance  of  all  that  is 
materiall,  and  the  rest  but  additional  circumstances  to  it. 

See  this  letter  at  large,  Charta  C.2 

Upon  the  rumor  of  such  a  letter  sent  by  the  Kings  command 
to  his  Highnesse,  (for  the  interessed  marchantes  to  whome  his 
Highnesse  gave  liberty  to  goe  on  shoare,  and  those  of  the  Eebells 
in  the  citty  had  divulg'd  it  as  much  as  they  could)  The  Portuguez 
Marchants  that  had  bought  all  and  receaved  part  of  their  goods, 
(although  they  had  not  given  full  satisfaction  for  what  they  had 
receaved)  fly  from  their  bargaine,  and  would  neither  receave  the 
remainder  nor  pay  for  what  they  had ;  in  so  much  that  his 
Highnesse  was  forced  to  protest  against  them,  for  all  the  damage 
he  should  sustaine  by  this  meanes ;  and  the  ordinary  tradesmen 
with  whome  his  [Highnesse  by]  his  officers  had  to  doe  for  the 
victualling  &  furnishing  of  their  shippes  [takin]g  example  by 
the  Portuguez  Marchants  that  had  contracted  for  the  goods  would 
not  part  with  any  thinge  out  of  their  hands  but  for  ready  money, 
so  that  his  Highnesse  neither  being  able  to  vent  his  goods  nor  to 
have  creditt  for  such  commodities  as  he  had  occasion  to  use,  the 
setting  out  of  the  fleete  was  by  this  meanes  much  retarded. 

His  Highnesse  finding  himself  in  these  streights  presently 
addressed  a  letter  written  with  his  owne  hand  to  the  Secretary  of 
1  I.e.  to  embarge.  a  See  Appendix  C. 
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State,  expostulatinge  with  him  therin  the  injuries  that  weere  done 
to  him  ;  but  after  some  more  mature  deliberation,  conceaving  it  to 
be  a  matter  of  higher  importance,  gave  command  that  a  Publique 
llemonstrance  should  be  drawne  iu  the  Lattine  tongue,  that 
thereby  he  might  give  an  account  to  the  whole  world  how  highly 
the  Portuguez  nation  had  broken  the  faith  of  their  treaties  and 
consultations  with  the  King  of  Great  Brittaine,  and  what  prejudice 
was  done  to  the  King  of  Great  Brittaines  affaires  by  reason  thereof. 
And  with  all  made  all  preparation  possible  to  get  the  fieete 
under  his  command  out  of  the  port  as  soone  as  he  could. 

The  Ministers  of  State  to  the  King  of  Portugall  having  by 
some  meanes  gott  intelligence  of  the  Course  his  Highnesse  in- 
tended, thought  it  most  conducing  to  the  preservation  of  their 
honnour  to  stope  the  publication  of  this  remonstrance.  And 
therfore  before  the  remonstrance  was  fully  finished,  the  secretary 
of  state  came  in  person  to  the  Prince  his  Highnesse,  and  told  him 
that  His  Matie  the  King  of  Portugall  was  sorry  to  heare  that  any 
such  interpretation  should  be  made  of  the  letter  written  by  his 
commande,  and  that  he  should  either  bid  his  Highnesse  be  gone 
out  of  the  port,  or  that  he  should  any  way  intend  to  breake,  and 
infringe  the  treaties,  and  capitulations  that  had  passed  betweene 
the  two  Crownes,  but  gave  him  full  assurance  that  the  said  treaties 
and  capitulations  should  in  every  point  be  punctually  ob.-erved ; x 
upon  which  message  his  Highnesse  gave  order  to  the  party  that 
was  appointed  to  draw  the  remonstrance,  to  desist  from  acting 
any  thinge  further  therin. 

Immediately  after  this  his  Highnesse  made  a  complaint  to 
the  [King]  of  the  injurie  that  was  done  him  by  the  Portuguez 
ft  larch  [ants  .  .  .]  of  from  their  bargaine,  and  not  paying  him 
for  what  [they  had  alrea]dy  receaved.  Wherupon  his  Majestie 
excused  himse[lf  .  .  .]  them  to  the  fiill  performance  of  their 
bargaine,  in  [  .  .  .  merchants  did  alleadge  that  they  weer  over- 
taken in  it,  and    .    .    . 2 

after  Mr  Vaine 3  his  audience  was  over,  he  somoned  all  the  English 

1  See  in  Appendix  D  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  March  18  to  the  same 
effect. 

1  A  sheet  of  the  MS.  is  missing.    The  continuation  is  in  a  different  handwriting. 

3  Charles  Vane,  brought  out  by  Blake  to  treat  with  the  King,  as  diplomatic 
agent  of  the  Commonwealth.     Blake  arrived  in  Cascaes  Bay  on  March      . 
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merchants  of  the  Cittie  before  him,  to  whom  he  proposed  two 
things,  first  that  they  should  all  superscribe  a  petition  to  the 
Kinge,  for  the  sending  both  the  fleets  (to  wit)  that  of  his  Maty 
under  the  command  of  his  Highnesse  Prince  Rupert  (and  that 
of  the  rebells)  out  to  sea,  that  they  might  noe  longer  be  an 
hinderance,  or  interruption  to  the  trade  of  the  Cittie  :  but  his 
drift  being  smelt  out  by  the  merchants,  that  by  this  means  he 
hoped  to  engage  the  two  fleets  to  a  fight,  the  greatest  part  of  the 
best  and  ablest  of  them  absolutely  refused  to  signe  it,  as  a  thing 
that  was  noe  way  fitting  for  them  to  meddle  in,  but  was  propper 
for  the  Kinge  and  his  counsell  to  determine,  to  which  others  added 
that  they  would  by  noe  means  subscribe  such  a  petition  as  might 
be  the  occasion  of  the  effusion  of  soe  much  English  blood :  the 
other  point  he  pi'oposed  to  them  was  to  perswade  them  not  to  pay 
to  the  now  consull  any  more  duties  of  Consulage,  but  to  reserve 
them  for  him  that  should  be  appointed  by  the  Parliament  to 
receive  them,  which  proposition  was  not  only  rejected  by  most  of 
the  merchants,  but  gave  occasion  to  the  consull  to  complayne  to 
the  Kinge  of  the  insolencie  of  the  man,  who  being  noe  way 
qualified  and  having  noe  order  from  the  Kinge,  durst  perswade  men 
to  denie  him  those  duties,  which  by  the  King  of  England's  com- 
mission weare  allowed  him,  and  by  the  Kinge  of  Portugall's  appro- 
bation confirmed  and  by  all  the  marchants  subscribed  toe  :  and  to 
have  them  payed  to  such  a  one  as  should  be  nominated  by  the  Par- 
liament when  the  Articles  of  peace  doe  say  expressly  that  noe  Consull 
shall  be  received  but  such  a  one  as  is  nominated  by  the  Kinge. 

Neither  was  Mr  Vaine  only  busie  in  the  contrivinge  of  his 
designes  on  shoare,  but  on  board  they  weare  as  much  busied  in 
returning  an  answare  to  his  Highnesse  declaration  ;  and  at  length 
there  was  a  paper  scattered  up  and  downe  the  Cittie  in  forme  of 
libbell  (for  it  was  not  owned  by  any  ma  nor  directed  to  any)  soe 
scurrilously  invective  against  the  Prince  his  person,  soe  audatiously 
boastinge  of  the  insolenses  they  have  committed  in  England  in 
[mur]theringe  the  late  kinge,  and  dispossessinge  his  sonne,  who  is 
theyr  lawfull  kinge,  of  all  the  rights  of  his  crowne,  and  con- 
teining  soe  little  satisfaction  to  the  businesse  pointed  at  by  his 
highnesse  declaration,  that  if  any  man  durst  have  owned  it  (as 
M*  Vaine  utterly  disclaimed  to  have  had  any  hand  in  the  con- 
triving it)  there  would  have  beene  means  found  out  to  have  made 
him  smart  for  his  insolencie. 
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See  this  answare  of  the  Rebells  Charta  G.1 

Whilest  all  men  are  amused  expectinge  the  event  of  the  before- 
mentioned  debates  and  these  other  passages  a  French  Vessel  1 
coming  in  to  the  harbour  was  searched  and  ransaked  by  the 
rebells  shipps  ;  of  which,  misdemeanour  the  French  agent  com- 
playned  to  the  King,  who  returned  an  ansvare  to  this  purpose, 
that  the  French  had  only  suffred  a  little  truble  in  havinge  theyre 
shippe  searched,  but  the  dishonour  lay  upon  him  that  it  was  done 
in  his  port,  but  for  the  future  he  would  take  care  that  noe  such 
thinge  should  be  attempted ;  yet  nevertheless  on  good  fryday 
beinge  the  15th  of  Aprill,  stilo  novo,  2  French  men  of  war 
comminge  under  saile  to  enter  into  the  harbour,  as  soone  as  they 
weare  espied  by  the  rebells  fleet  presently  3  of  theyr  frigots  slipt 
theyr  anchors  and  went  towards  them  and  brought  them  upp  to 
theyr  Admirall,  the  Capptaines  of  these  2  french  vessells  comminge 
on  board  weare  threatned  to  be  detayned  theare,  nnlesse  they 
would  give  them  security  not  to  joyne  with  P.  Rupert :  which 
they  refusinge  they  weare  actually  deteined.  Therupon  a  great 
complaint  was  made  at  Court  by  the  French  Agent,  that  his  mr 
beinge  a  confederate  of  the  crowne  of  Portugall  could  not  have 
his  shipps  goe  in  and  out  of  the  port  without  beinge  examined 
and  having  conditions  imposed  uppon  them  by  these  rebells  ;  and 
desired  the  Kinge  to  give  present  order  for  the  inlargment  of 
the  Capptaines  and  the  bringing  upp  of  the  shipps.  The  Kinge 
heighly  resents  the  affront  that  was  done  him  by  the  committinge 
these  insolences  in  his  ports,  and  there  uppon  sends  a  most  severe 
and  threatninge  message  to  Mr  Vaine  to  send  downe  to  the 
Admirall  forth  with  to  release  the  Captaines  and  to  permitt  the 
shipps  to  come  upp,  otherwise  they  should  heare  of  him  in  another 
manner  then  they  had  done,  which  command  Mr  Vaine  under- 
tooke  to  performe,  and  thereuppon  on  the  Sunday  following  both 
the  Capptaines  and  shipps  weare  released,  and  with  great  joy  and 
exultation  came  upp  to  the  place  where  the  Prince  his  shipps 
lay  and  there  cast  anchor  by  him. 

Endorsed  :  Copie  of  the  Relation  of  passages  at  Lixboa. 
1  Appendix  E. 


APPENDIX 


A. 

a  copy  of  a  paper  which  monsieur  delisle,  cavalier  and  first 
Gentleman  of  the  private  chamber  of  his  Majesty  of  great 
Britain,  gave  unto  the  King  of  Portugall. 

Rupert,  Prince  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  Duke  of  Bavaria  etc.,  knight 
of  the  most  noble  order  of  the  garter,  Admirall  and  Lieutenant  Generall 
of  the  maratine  forces  of  his  Majesty  of  great  Britain,  His  majesty 
having  given  us  power  &  particular  commission  to  send  unto  the  King 
of  Portugall  to  treate  &,  conclude  with  his  Majesty  what  we  shall  judge 
profitable  &  necessary  for  the  good  of  his  affaires  &  particularly  of  bis 
fleete,  we  have  judged  it  expedient  to  send  unto  his  said  Majesty  of  Por- 
tugall, as  in  effect  we  send  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  of  great  Britain, 
Monsieur  Lisle,  knight  &  first  Gentleman  of  his  Majesty's  privie 
chamber,  to  propose  unto  his  Majesty  of  Portugall  the  articles  follow- 
ing, &  to  procure  with  all  diligence  to  obtain  a  grant  of  the  contents, 
&  to  conclude  with  his  said  Majesty  of  Portugall  with  all  advantage 
possible  for  the  good  of  the  affaires  of  his  majesty  of  great  Brittain. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  underwritten  this  comission  with  our  own 
hand,  &  comanded  it  to  be  signed  with  the  seale  of  our  arms. 

The  King  of  Portugall  shall  give  protection  &  liberty  to  the  fleet 
or  ships  of  his  Majesty  of  great  Brittain,  sent  by  his  Highness  Prince 
Rupert,  &,  to  all  having  his  commission  to  cast  anchor  in  all  ports, 
havens,  rivers  &-  roads  belonging  to  the  King  of  Portugall  in  Europe, 
Africa  &,  Indies,  &  other  parts  of  the  world  under  his  subjection  it 
dominion,  &  in  case  the  said  fleet  or  ships  bring  unto  the  said  places 
any  prizes  taken  from  the  enemies  of  his  said  Majesty  of  great  Brittain, 
his  majesty  of  Portugall  shall  protect  &  give  them  freedom  to  stay  there 
what  time  they  shall  thinke  expedient  <fe  necessary  with  all  security, 
with  out  the  molestation  of  any,  iv  that  in  the  said  places  they  shall 
remain  &  be  in  the  full  power  &  entire  disposing  of  his  majesty  of  great 
Brittain  &  of  Prince  Rupert. 

Such  ships  as  ai*e  prizes  or  any  others  that  are  loaden  with  mer- 
chandises as  shall  be  brought  into  any  of  the  said  places  by  the  said 
fleet  or  any  having  commission  from  Prince  Rupert,  shall  remain  there 
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what  time  they  think  necessary  &  shall  not  be  visited  by  any  in  the 
kings  behalfe  nor  by  any  of  his  officers,  nor  by  any  person  whatsoever. 

Merchandises  so  carried  into  any  of  the  said  places  shall  be  sould 
only  by  such  as  have  power  &  order  for  it  from  Prince  Rupert,  &  that 
free  from  taxes  &  impositions  upon  the  sellers  part. 

Any  of  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  of  Portugall  that  will  take 
commission  from  Prince  Rupert  shall  have  liberty  so  to  doe,  &  shall 
enjoy  all  the  said  privileges. 

In  case  that  any  ships  taken  by  the  fleet,  or  ships  of  the  king  of 
great  Brittain  under  the  command  of  Prince  Rupert  be  carried  into 
any  the  said  places  in  the  subjection  &  dominion  of  the  king  of  Por- 
tugall before  they  be  adjudged  good  &  lawfull  prize  by  the  officers  of 
his  Majesty's  Admiralty,  then  the  said  officers  shall  be  permitted  in 
the  said  places  to  judge  such  ships  good  and  lawfull  prize,  unless  it 
shall  please  his  Majesty  of  Portugall  to  adjoyne  one  of  his  owne  to  the 
said  officers  of  the  said  Admiralty  of  his  Majesty  of  great  Brittain, 
joyntly  to  give  the  said  sentence  of  lawfull  prize. 

The  contents  of  these  said  articles  shall  be  presented  to  the  King 
of  Portugall,  &  as  much  as  or  as  many  of  them  as  his  Majesty  shall 
please  to  grant  to  the  King  of  Brittain,  so  much  shall  his  Majesty  of 
Great  Brittain  grant  &  give  to  his  Majesty  of  Portugall  in  his  dominions. 

Given  at  Kinsaile  in  Irland  the  Rupert. 

13th  of  March  1649,  signed 
&  sealed  with  the  seale  of  his 

De  Lisle. 

The  Answer  which  his  Majesty,  whom  God  preserve,  commanded 
to  be  given  to  the  said  papers. 
According  to  the  capitulations  of  peace  betwene  this  kingdom  & 
England,  any  ships  of  the  English  nation  may  come  &  commerce  in  any 
ports  of  these  kingdoms  to  the  westerne  Islands,1  Tanger,  &  Marzagan,- 
&  for  that  reason,  &  out  of  the  desire  his  Majesty,  whom  god  preserve, 
hath  to  give  content  in  all  things  to  his  Majesty  of  great  Brittain,  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  send  expresse  advice  to  all  the  ports  of  this 
kingdom,  to  Algarve,3  the  Islands,1  Tanger,  &  Marzagan  that  if  to  any 
the  said  places  should  come  the  fleet  of  his  Majesty  of  great  Brittain, 
or   any  ships   belonging  to  the  said  fleet,  they  should   be   receaved 

1  The  term  '  The  Islands  '  was  the  designation  of  the  Azores,  where  the  fleets 
from  the  Indies  touched.  Possibly  Madeira  and  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  are 
here  included. 

2  Masagan,  south  of  Tangiers. 

3  The  kingdom  of  Algarve,  South  Portugal. 

VOL.    X.  (o)  B 
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benignedly,  &,  be  suffered  to  sell  all  goods,  and  as  many  as  they  pleased, 
&  by  what  title  soever  gotten,  because  it  belongs  not  to  his  Majesty  or 
any  his  Ministers  to  determine  the  legality  of  the  title  of  such  goods, 
which  nations  in  amity  &  union  with  this  kingdom  bring  into  its  ports 
to  make  sale  of.  And  his  Majesty  doth  further  ordain  that  there  be 
given  for  their  mony  into  the  said  fleete  or  ships  all  that  they  shall 
stand  of  necessity  of,  &  if  in  the  fleete  come  Prince  Rupert  in  person, 
his  Majesty  doth  command  that  he  be  entertained  &  served  with  all 
due  respect,  &  as  long  as  the  said  fleete  or  ships  remain  in  the  said 
ports  (which  shall  be  by  the  time  they  please)  his  Majesty's  command  is 
they  have  such  protection  they  be  injured  or  damaged  by  none.  And 
because  the  commerce  with  the  conquests  of  this  kingdome  is  by  the 
laws  of  the  land  forbidden  to  strangers  &,  in  that  conformity  are  the 
capitulations  of  peace  &  commerce  with  France,  Sweden,  Holland  & 
other  Princes  with  whom  his  Majesty  had  treatys,  his  Majesty  in  that 
poynt  can  grant  no  other  thing  to  his  Majesty  of  great  Brittain  for  the 
prejudice  of  example  to  other  Princes,  who  pretended  the  same,  & 
were  denied,  as  also  the  contradiction  which  the  kingdom  would  make 
for  breach  of  law  in  that  poynt ;  But  his  Majesty  doth  comand  all 
Governours  of  his  conquests,  that  if  the  fleet  of  his  Majesty  of  great 
Brittain  or  any  ships  thereof  put  into  any  the  said  ports  to  furnish 
them  of  necessarys,  that  what  they  want  be  given  them,  that  they  be 
well  received,  used  &  defended  if  they  be  in  necessity  of  defence, 
atvertising  notwithstanding  they  make  no  sayl  of  what  they  bring  in, 
for  that  is  to  commerce,  which  as  is  above  said  is  not  in  those  parts 
permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

It  remains  declared  that  the  fleete  or  ships  shall  stay  in  the  ports 
mentioned  in  the  precedent  article  the  time  they  please  &  excepting 
the  visit  of  health,  &  of  acknowledging  the  ships  with  diligence, 
which  diligence  cannot  be  excused,  his  Majesty  is  pleased  that  their 
goods  &  what  else  they  carry,  be  not  visited. 

As  for  what  concerns  this  article  &  the  following  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  is,  that  the  usage  or  treating  is  to  be  given  those  ships  as  is 
used  with  those  of  France,  Swesia,  &  Holland,  because  it  is  not  con- 
venient to  make  a  difference  betwene  nations  that  are  friends  <fc  con- 
federates. 

His  Majesty  makes  no  doubt,  but  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  or 
any  others  of  his  Majesty  of  great  Brittain  doe  judge  the  prize  they 
take  as  they  shall  think  fitting,  yea  though  it  be  with  in  the  ports  of 
this  kingdom.  To  adjoyne  or  add  one  in  his  behalf e,  or  to  intervene 
in  any  respect,  ether  by  him  selfe  or  ministers  in  such  sentences,  is 
neither  necessary  nor  convenient. 

At  Alcantara  the  18th  of  May  1649. 

Pero  Viera  da  Silva. 
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The  reply  made  by  Monsieur  de  Lisle. 

In  answer  to  the  first  article  of  the  paper  I  presented  his  Majesty 
of  Portugall,  whom  God  preserve,  was  pleased  to  grant  that  during  the 
time  the  ships  of  his  Majesty  of  great  Brittam  my  master  should  stay 
in  his  ports  they  should  have  all  protection  &  receive  no  damage  by 
any,  I  thought  it  necessary  that  upon  their  departure  there  should  be 
assigned  them  3  naturall  days  before  any  enemy's  ships  should  follow 
after,  comanding  such  ships  to  be  detained  the  said  space  of  time,  if 
any  such  be  then  in  the  said  ports. 

In  the  3  article  touching  the  sayle  of  goods  frank,  &  free  of  customes 
&  impositions,  I  represent  anew  unto  his  Majesty  that  there  in  these 
kingdoms  loose  nothing,  rather  gain  by  the  facilitating  the  coming 
into  them  of  the  said  goods,  which  in  France  &  other  parts,  without 
esteeming  it  a  curtesie,  can  be  sould  for  one  or  2  in  the  hundred,  be- 
cause it  is  ordinary  with  all,  neither  can  it  be  matter  of  consequence 
seeing  the  difference  of  things  at  present.  That  if  any  of  the  confede- 
rate Princes  were  in  such  straights  &  exigency,  the  king  my  master 
would  not  repayre  at  some  indiferent  advantage,  that  should  be  made 
then  in  that  case  ;  and  if  Prince  Rupert  his  Lieutenant  generall,  giving 
order  for  the  sayl  of  such  merchandise  as  it  was  desired  in  the  said 
article,  there  can  be  no  suspition  of  a  cosonage  or  fraude  to  steale  the 
kings  custome,  such  a  thought  can  not  be  harboured  in  the  brest  of 
such  a  person.  Of  this  I  expect  an  answer  such  as  the  generousness  of 
his  Majesty,  whom  God  preserve,  doth  promise. 

Lix  :  9  Aug.  1649. 

An  answer  to  this  Paper. 

I  have  read  unto  His  Majesty,  whom  God  preserve,  this  paper  &  he 
commands  me  to  answere  what  your  serenity  will  see  in  this  margent. 

So  resolved  his  Majesty,  &  in  the  same  conformity  he  will  command 
it  to  be  put  in  execution. 

In  this  poynt  his  Majesty  resolved  that  by  reason  of  the  prejudice 
of  example  to  friends  and  confederate  nations,  &  bycause  that  the 
customes  of  the  Alfandega  which  were  borne  with  the  kingdom  cannot 
be  remitted,  by  reason  of  particular  partys  which  have  their  rents  & 
interests  there,  he  could  not  nor  ought  not  consent  therein  to  the 
senoria,  but  having  respect  to  the  reasons  you  represented  me  by  word 
of  mouth  &  are  touched  in  this  paper,  his  Majesty  will  comand  that 
whensoever  goods  of  the  said  quallity  come  in,  there  shall  be  seene 
what  customes  are  payd  &  in  respect  of  the  quantity  of  them,  &  goods 
sould,  will  by  way  of  grace  or  favour  bestow  upon  the  ships  or  their 
captains  some  quantitys  of  mony  &  in  such  proportion  that  their 
coming  unto  these  kingdoms  &,  selling  their  goods  here  will  airways 

b  2 
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turne  them  to  good  account.  So  that  without  any  hurt  or  offense  by 
the  inconveniencys  alleadged,  your  senoria  will  still  obtain  &  enjuy 
what  you  pretend.     God  keepe  you. 

From  court  this  18,h  of  September  1649. 

Pero  Viera  da  Silva. 
Endorsed  :  Copie  of  the  treaty  with  Mons.  du  Lisle. 


B 

The  Portuguese  Secretary  op  State  to  Prince  Rupert. 

(A  Copye.) 

Sir, — Juelin  de  Roquemond,  Secretary  of  the  French  Embassy e 
expected  in  this  Court,  in  the  behalfe  of  Prince  Maurice  told  me  of  his 
determination  to  goe  to  sea  with  a  party  of  shippes,  the  rest  of  the 
fleete  remaininge  with  your  Serenitye,  as  also  of  his  desire  before  his 
departure  to  have  a  time  allotted  him  to  speake  with  his  majesty. 
But  because  it  is  the  generall  report  in  Court,  and  I  understand  as 
much  by  the  message,  that  Prince  Maurice  goes  to  sea  to  take  such 
English  shipps  as  follow  the  voyce  of  the  parlament  with  intention  to 
returne  and  sell  his  prizes,  and  to  incorporate  his  forces  with  your 
Serenitye,  I  am  constrained  (as  well  out  of  my  obligation  to  the  good 
and  service  of  his  Majesty,  as  out  of  my  ambition  and  desire  to  serve 
your  Serenity)  to  tell  you  that  this  is  much  opposite  to  what  was 
assented  unto  in  my  conference  with  Monsieur  de  Lisle  by  order  of  his 
Majesty,  and  hee  if  present  would  justify  as  much,  and  am  confident 
will  averre,  where  ever  hee  bee  demanded  an  account ;  the  most 
principal  and  essentiall  thing  I  told  him,  was,  that  considering  the 
present  state  of  this  Kingdome  and  its  commerce  it  would  be  noe  way 
convenient  to  make  a  warre  or  shew  any  hostility,  nor  yet  to  give  any 
assistance  or  favour  against  those  English  as  followe  the  parlament  ; 
and  that  his  Majesty  should  rather  equally  entertaine  and  receive  all 
of  the  English  Nation,  for  with  it  hee  had  renewed  the  contracts  of 
peace  and  amitye  that  was  alwayes  betweene  the  two  nations.  And 
upon  that  ground  and  supposition  your  Serenity  might  confidently 
send  your  shippes  into  these  parts,  to  sell  or  buy,  as  all  of  the  English 
nation  did,  and  that  it  neyther  concerned  his  Majesty  or  Ministers  to 
determine  the  qualityes  of  goods  imported,  nor  to  examine  the  title  by 
which  they  were  gott  in.  And  your  Serenitye  will  understand  as 
much  by  the  forme  of  the  aunsweare  his  Majesty  gave  Mounsier  de 
Lisle  in  writing,  and  I  sent  your  serenitye  upon  your  Serenitye's  first 
arrival]  to  this  port.  In  that  conformity  wee  proceeded,  and  doe  proceed 
with  your  Serenityes  navye,  but  that  they  should  in  for  succour  and 
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to  repay  re  in  the  ports  of  this  Kingdome,  then  to  goe  out  in  hostil 
manner  against  other  shipps  of  the  same  nation,  and  to  returne  againe 
to  the  same  ports  to  sell  goods  thus  taken,  then  with  newe  succour 
and  refreshinge,  to  sayle  out  to  worke  and  doe  them  greater  dammage 
is  notorious  hostilitye  against  the  English  Nation,  and  contrary  to  the 
amitye  which  the  Portuguez  Nation  had  alwayes  with  it ;  moreover 
it  is  wholye  to  take  from  this  Kingdome  the  commerce  with  England, 
wherein  not  onely  the  King's  customehouses  in  common,  but  a  great 
part  of  his  subjects  are  interessed,  also  it  is  a  necessitye  which  will 
enforce  a  considerable  number  of  English  nowe  livers  here  to  leave  the 
countrey  :  And  whereas  these  inconveniencyes,  in  generall  and  at  all 
times  are  of  moment  and  concernement,  at  present  there  is  one  of 
greater  consequence,  which  is  that  his  Majesty  by  reason  of  his  warres 
with  Castile,  and  with  the  Companyes  of  Holland  in  his  conquests, 
hath  need  of  more  shipping,  then  can  bee  built  in  this  Kingdome,  and 
therefore  useth  to  freight  them  of  the  English  nation,  as  of  late  for 
Brasil  in  the  newe  companyes  fleete  for  Tanger,  and  every  daye  for 
the  succour  and  service  of  the  Conquests  ;  and  supposing  the  premises 
it  is  evident  that  not  one  will  come  to  Portugal  not  onely  for  the 
aggrievance  done,  but  for  the  losse  and  daunger  to  bee  taken. 

Then  let  your  Serenity e  bee  pleased  to  weigh  these  reasons,  and 
with  them  to  consider  that  the  joye  and  pleasure  theyr  Majesties  and 
his  Highnesse  conceived  and  demonstrated  at  the  arrivall  and  sight  of 
your  Serenityes,  togeather  with  the  applause  and  content  wherewith 
all  the  Court  doth  entertaine  and  desire  to  serve  you,  doe  deserve  that 
your  Serenityes  should  correspond  with  benefits  and  not  with  our 
hindrance  and  prejudice  ;  a  thing  not  to  bee  imagined,  and  not  sutable 
to  the  greatnesse  of  your  Serenityes. 

And  I  thought  it  my  dutye,  as  a  great  servant  to  your  Serenitye, 
before  I  would  deliver  Prince  Maurice  his  message  to  his  Majestye,  to 
communicate  it  to  your  Serenitye,  and  because  I  am  certaine  that  his 
Majestye  will  much  resent  such  a  resolution,  I  begge  it  as  a  favour, 
that  your  Serenityes  will  bee  pleased  to  desist  from  it,  both  for  what 
this  Kingdome  deserveth  of  you,  as  for  the  love  and  affection  of  its 
people  to  you.  God  have  your  Serenitye  in  his  protection, 
from  Court,  23  of  December  1649. 

Pero  Viera  da  Silva. 

The  Portuguese  Secretary  of  State  to  Prince  Rupert. 

(A  Copye.) 

Sir,— What  I  told  Juelin  du  Roquemond  about  the  English  shippe 
that  came  from  Maranhao,1  that  his  Majesty  being  pleased  to  command 

1  M  aranhao  or  Maranham,  part  of  Brazil 
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to  peruse  and  see  the  complaynt  made  unto  him  for  the  taking  of  the 
sayd  shippe,  all  his  ministers  were  of  opinion  that  your  Serenetye 
should  have  restored  her  not  soe  much  of  favour  to  the  sayd  shippe,  or 
satisfaction  to  the  King  in  whose  seas  and  almost  in  whose  sight  she 
was  taken,  as  that  the  lawes  of  justice  and  amitye  did  soe  require 
because  shee  was  freighted  in  this  port  for  the  transportinge  of  two 
hundred  familyes  of  Portuguezes  from  the  Island  of  S'  Marye  '  to 
Maranluto  to  succour  and  populate  that  plantation,  also  carryed  some 
ainunition  and  other  necessaryes  for  the  defence  and  conservation  of 
that  state,  thence  returned  (according  to  the  securitye  shee  had  given) 
to  demonstrate  how  shee  had  performed  the  premisees,  and  to  bring 
backe  the  aunsweares  and  intelligences  of  the  Governour,  and  in  those 
inspects  was  accounted  as  a  ship  of  his  Majestye,  seing  shee  was  in  his 
service  both  out  and  homeward  bound,  that  it  was  against  all  good 
amitye  that  one  friend  should  take  from  the  other  the  goods  of  such 
as  served  him,  especially  as  long  as  they  were  in  actual!  service,  turning 
that  to  their  losses  which  in  right  should  bee  a  benefit  and  utilitye, 
and  that  because  his  Majestye  imagined  your  Serenitye's  officers  would 
have  raysed  noe  doubts  in  a  thing  soe  manifest,  they  mought  have 
forborne  to  make  further  enquiries  and  diligences,  informing  your 
Serenitye  of  this  veritye  und  truth. 

Neyther  is  it  materiall  that  this  shippe  carryed  and  brought  goods 
of  particulars,  to  gayne  thereby  her  freights,  for  bee  your  Serenitye 
pleased  to  informe  your  selfe  in  the  Citye,  you  shall  find  that  when  his 
Majestye  doth  freight  shippes  of  strangers  or  natives,  that  his  ministers 
may  doe  it  with  most  advantage  of  his  treasure,  they  first  treate  with 
the  marchants  that  have  commerce  and  correspondence  in  that  Con- 
quest for  which  they  intend  to  freight,  that  soe  the  most  part  of  the 
charges  may  lye  upon  such  Marchants'  accounts,  and  soe  it  happened 
with  this  shippe,  but  nevertheless,  as  I  have  already  sayd,  her  principall 
employement  was  the  King's  service,  otherwise  shee  had  never  gone  to 
Maranhao  ;  and  that  end  or  intention  as  principall  is  to  be  looked  upon 
and  not  the  accessorye  and  consequence  of  farre  lesse  consideration. 

His  Majestye  will  by  noe  means  consent,  that  the  Justice  of  his 
Majestye  of  Great  Britaine  bee  prejudiced,  in  the  same  nature  he 
cannot  suffer  the  prejudice  of  his  Crownes  and  peoples  justice,  as  it  falls 
out  in  this  case  notoriouslye,  and  wee  beleive  that  the  officers  and 
ministers  of  your  Serenitye  will  soe  understand  it,  if  they  looke  upon 
these  reasons  and  informe  themselves  of  the  trueth  heere  alleadged,  and 
soe  command  restitution  of  the  sayd  shippe,  being  shee  can  never  bee 
held  a  lawefull  prize.  God  have  your  Serenity  in  his  protection,  from 
Court,  this  23  of  December  1649. 

Pero  Viera  da  Silva. 

1  Probably  St.  Mary  of  the  Azores. 
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C. 


The  Portuguese  Secretary  of  State  to  Prince  Rupert. 
(A  Copy.) 

Sir, — There  are  nowe  many  dayes  past,  since  the  interessed  in  the 
shippes  and  goods  taken  by  your  Serenitye,  and  for  the  sale  whereof 
you  have  contracted  in  this  port,  have  required  of  his  Majesty,  whom 
God  preserve,  theyr  right  and  justice,  and,  what  is  of  greater  con- 
sequence, the  right  of  the  Parlement,  procuringe  and  endeavouringe 
to  hinder  your  Serenitye  from  disposing  of  those  goods  in  this  kingdome, 
as  it  hath  bin  denyed  to  others  of  like  condition  in  the  countreys  of 
Princes  of  nearer  parentage  and  alliance  to  his  Majestye  of  Great 
Britaine  :  And  because  his  Majestye,  desirous  that  your  Serenitye  should 
goe  out  of  this  port  with  all  satisfaction,  hath  commanded  to  find  out 
and  use  some  meanes  to  aunsweare  and  accommodate  the  interessed 
with  their  convenience  and  without  offence  to  your  Serenitye,  and 
that  nowe  they  the  sayd  interessed  have  recourse  to  the  Counsells  and 
Ministers  of  the  Crowne,  requiringe  an  ordinary  course  of  justice,  it 
is  impossible  for  his  Majestye  to  hinder  it,  rather  hee  shall  bee  con- 
strained to  permitt  the  Courts  to  use  their  jurisdiction,  to  avoyde 
great  inconveniences  that  by  the  contrary  may  redound  prejudiciall 
to  the  quietnesse  and  tranquillity e  of  these  kingdomes.  With  this 
instruction  his  Majesty  commands  mee  to  tell  you  from  him,  that  to 
avoyde  embargoes  and  the  sequestration  of  your  goods,  as  also  the 
arrestinge  and  proceedinge  against  the  buyers,  your  Serenitye  should 
reembarke  all  into  your  shippes,  and  with  all  brevity  hasten  your 
departure,  because  over  and  above  the  premises,  it  is  a  busynesse  much 
to  bee  repaired  at,  that  your  Serenitye  being  anchored  in  this  port 
without  power  or  authoritye  in  it  to  molest  such  shippes  as  follow  the 
voyce  of  the  parlament,  nor  theyrs  to  offend  such  as  follow  the  voyce 
of  his  majesty  of  Great  Britaine,  should  command  and  oblige  with 
your  Artillery  such  shippes  as  passe  to  strike  and  lower  theyr  flags  to 
your  Admirall,  as  it  happened  to  a  shippe  lately  departed  for  Italye  ; 
and  it  being  here  ane  inviolable  lawe  and  custome,  that  noe  shippe  goe 
out  of  port  without  the  privitye  and  licence  of  his  Majestye,  your 
serenity  dispacht  one  these  nights  past  that  caused  a  considerable 
detriment  to  some  Holland  vessels  in  union  and  amitye  with  us,  as  is 
notorious.  And  now  the  Countrey  with  great  resentment  begins  to 
represent  unto  his  Majesty,  that  hee  can  never  consent  to  anything 
that  shall  bee  offensive  to  the  parlament  by  reason  of  commerce  nor 
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alter  the  lawes  and  auntient  customes,  especially  to  the  prejudice  of 
a  third  partye.  And  moreover  doth  complayne  of  what  I  communi- 
cated to  your  Serenitye  in  two  pages  of  mine,  without  as  yet  receiving 
any  satisfaction.  And  his  Majesty  doth  expect,  that  as  in  what  laye 
in  his  power  hee  procured  and  desired  cpjietnesse  and  union  betweene 
the  parlament  and  king  of  great  Britane,  soe  likewise  your  Serenity 
would  procure  and  desire  the  same  betweene  him  and  his  subjects, 
taking  away  all  occasions  of  disgust  to  a  nation  that  with  soe  great 
joye  and  content  received  and  entertained  your  Serenity.  Bee  pleased, 
Sir,  to  aunsweare  this  letter  with  brevitye,  his  Majesty  with  care  and 
anxietye  expects  it.  God  have  your  Serenity  in  his  protection,  from 
Court  27  of  January  1650. 

Pero  Viera  da  Silva. 


D. 

The  Portuguese  Secretary  op  State  to  Prince  Rupert. 
(A  Copye.) 

Sir, — His  Majesty  having  seene  and  perused  the  paper  your 
Serenity  left  in  his  royall  hands,  wherein  your  S.  doth  aske  whether 
the  aunsweare  given  Mounsieur  du  Lisle  doth  still  take  place,  or 
hath  autoritye,  his  Majesty  gave  me  command  from  him  to  tell  your 
S.  that  he  never  doubted  to  admit  into  his  ports  the  shipps  of  his 
Majesty  of  Great  Britaine  in  that  form  and  manner  as  hee  signified 
and  declared  unto  him  by  Monsieur  du  Lisle,  and  that  he  wonders 
much  your  S.  should  make  unto  him  such  a  proposition,  there  being 
nothing  altered  on  the  behalfe  of  his  Majesty. 

If  your  Serenitye  did  it  by  reason  that  some  dayes  past  I  did 
communicate  and  intimate  to  your  S.  that  it  was  not  just  and  good 
correspondence,  that  your  S.  bound  and  comming  to  this  Kingdome 
should  upon  this  barre  or  neare  it  intercept  and  take  such  shipps 
as  came  to  it  from  our  Conquests  or  any  others  of  commerce,  and 
should  come  into  this  port  with  them  with  intention  to  make  sayle  of 
them  in  our  sayd  port,  as  also  should  remayne  foure  months  therein 
with  soe  considerable  a  navye  terrifying  and  affrightinge  shipps  of 
commerce  from  comming  in  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Crowne  and 
complaynt  of  the  subjects  ;  That  your  Serenity  would  take  notice, 
that  noe  such  difficultyes  could  well  bee  framed  out  of  my  discourse 
and  proposition,  your  Serenity  knowes  very  well  that  the  reasons 
above  mentioned  and  other  thinges  done  by  your  S.  in  this  port  have 
bin  a  mighty  hinderance  to  trade,  with  the  oppression,  and  irreparable 
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dammadge  of  this  people,  directly  opposite  to  what  was  aunsweared 
Monsieur  du  Lisle,  because  in  that  aunsweare  in  the  first  place  our 
commerce,  amitye  and  neutralitie  with  nations  in  alliance  is  secured, 
and  made  good,  as  also  the  conservation  of  the  Kingdome  itself. 
Soe  that  the  shipps  of  commerce  belonging  to  his  Majesty  of  great 
Britaine  may  all  come  into  these  ports,  and  sell  what  goods  they 
importe,  also  men  of  warre  may  sell  what  they  bring  in,  but  such 
cannot  be  admitted  if  they  exceed  the  number  of  foure,  and  those  shall 
onely  staye  in  port  some  fifteene  or  twentye  dayes  to  sell  their 
merchandizes,  succour  and  vittayle  :  with  advertence  also  that  such 
shall  not  be  suffered  to  come  in,  if  they  bring  with  them  any  prises 
taken  neare  our  barres,  or  that  come  consigned  to  our  ports,  all  this 
being  hurtfull  to  trade,  offensive  and  prejudiciall  to  the  subject,  and 
contrarye  to  what  was  assented  with  Mounsier  du  Lisle,  as  above 
sayd.  All  which  neverthelesse  his  Majestye  for  this  time  hath  winked 
at  and  tolerated  of  his  great  love  to  his  Majestye  of  Great  Britaine 
and  of  his  respect  and  honour  to  the  person  of  your  Serenitye,  whom 
God  have  in  his  protection,     from  Court  18  of  March  1650. 

Pero  Viera  da  Silva. 


E. 

Answer  by  Charles  Vane  to  Prince  Rupert's  Declaration. 

Although  the  paper  intituled  the  declaration  of  his  highnes  Prince 
Rupert  be  so  full  of  notorious  lyes,  false  grounds  &  improbable 
surmises  that  it  is  not  likely  to  produce  any  other  effort  upon  serious 
«fc  intelligent  sprits  that  know  any  thing  of  the  estate  of  our  affaires, 
then  to  move  them  to  a  further  discovery  &  contempt  of  his  most 
illustrious  arrogancy  ;  yet  because  there  are  many  ingenious  men,  as 
well  of  our  owne  as  of  the  other  nation,  who  meerely  through  ignorance 
in  matter  of  fact,  may  have  their  Judgmts  much  dazled  by  the 
authority  of  such  splendid  &  majesticall  impressions,  &  chiefly  because 
the  present  drift  of  the  paper  is  to  raise  Jelosies  betweene  the  most 
renowned  King  of  Portingall  &  the  fleete  of  the  Parlam1  of  England  ; 
I  shall  not  think  itt  time  much  mispent  to  give  some  short  anymad- 
versions  upon  itt,  not  taking  much  notice  of  his  filthy  <fc  scurrilous 
Rhetorick,  wherewth  he  endeavours  to  disfigure  the  beauty  &  actions 
of  the  great  councell  upon  which  the  name  of  God  is  so  gloriously 
written. 

That  the  Parliament  of  England  for  many  yeares  past  hath  binne 
in  armes  against  the  late  King  of  England,  contending  for  their  owne 
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just  rights  and  native  lyberties  of  the  people  intrusted  with  them,  & 
which  they  are  bound  by  all  obligations  both  humane  &  divine  to 
mayntayne  &  preserve  against  all  the  efforts  of  tirany  what  soever,  is 
famously  knowne  unto  the  whole  world,  what  issue  itt  hath  pleased 
god  to  put  to  that  greate  difference  by  delivering  up  the  power  & 
person  of  that  king  into  their  hands,  &  which  hath  since  binne  donne 
upon  him,  &  declared  against  his  sonne  heir  apparent  to  those  evell 
counsells  which  divided  betweene  the  head  and  shoulders  of  his  father 
wee  are  now  no  waise  afraid  or  ashamed  to  heare  of.  The  most 
rayling  accusations  our  adversaries  can  bring  against  us  will  be 
unto  us  matter  of  filling  our  mouths  with  the  prayses  of  our  god,  who 
hath  donne  terrible  tilings  in  righteousness  for  the  good  of  his  people, 
and  hath  wrought  out  for  them  so  great  salvation  by  such  unheard  of 
&  unparaled  wayes  ;  neither  doe  wee  take  itt  for  any  disparagement 
to  us  our  parlament  &  nation,  that  wee  are  so  vile  in  the  esteeme 
of  this  Vagabond  Jerman,  a  Prince  of  Fortune,  whose  highnes  is 
nothing  else  but  haugtiness,  his  Principality  meere  piracye,  the 
plurality  of  his  person  an  affectation  so  singular  that  no  reall  prince 
can  chuse  but  smile  att  itt,  who  after  he  was  cudgelled  out  of  England 
from  his  trade  of  plundering  did  in  a  short  time  sett  up  at  sea  and  was 
even  now  ready  to  sett  forth  of  this  harbor,  &  to  take  pastime  with  the 
Leviathan  in  the  great  waters,  had  not  the  audacious  fleete  of  rebells 
come  in  the  very  nick  of  time  to  put  an  imbargo  upon  his  highnes. 

And  truly  itts  no  marueile  if  he  hath  ever  since  binne  so  exceed- 
ingly transported  with  choller,  &  foames  so  beastly  att  the  mouth, 
calling  us  rebells,  thieves,  professed  enemies  to  all  government, 
thereby  endeavouring  to  render  us  (as  much  as  in  him  lies)  odious  to 
all  nations  &  princes,  espetially  to  the  most  renown'd  King  of 
Portugall  as  by  the  whole  discourse  may  appeare,  the  present  scope 
thereof  being  to  possess  his  Majesty  with  apparition  of  som  strong 
designe  intended  by  this  fleete  against  this  Kingdome.  To  that  end  his 
way  is  in  the  first  place  to  make  his  Majesty  believe  that  this  fleete 
was  procured  by  the  sollicitation  of  the  Spanish  embassador,  intended 
to  remayne  about  this  coast  till  another  fleete  should  come  to  joyne 
with  itt  &  having  had  their  ends  upon  the  sacred  person  of  his  Highness 
&  his  fleete  to  goe  with  the  Castillians  into  the  strayts  against  the 
french  &  then  to  com  against  this  countrey  ;  this  likely  tale  is  made 
good  by  the  confession  of  the  Spanish  embassador's  secretary  and  by 
the  discovery  of  som  of  the  counsell  of  the  State  unto  some  persons  of 
quality  in  England,  &  all  this  must  be  taken  for  truth,  because  he, 
within  whose  principallity  there  dwelleth  no  lye,  hath  said  so,  &  yet  itt 
seemes  his  Highness  is  loath  to  venture  the  issue  of  this  ground  upon 
the  bare  credit  of  this  affirmation,  <t  therefore  backs  it  immediately 
with  an  argument  of  congruity,  that  may  not  be  denied  ;  for  who  will 
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not  beleeve  there  is  som  great  designe  in  hand  betweene  us  &  the 
Castillians,  seeing  in  the  same  fleete  there  is  come  an  agent  of  the 
Rebells  in  England  to  the  King  of  Castyle,  &  att  the  same  time 
another  agent  unto  this  King  of  Portingall,  nay  rather  who  will 
beleeve  this  man  to  be  in  his  right  witts,  that  by  such  absurd  & 
ridiculous  consequences  as  this  to  put  2  nations  of  so  antient  a  con- 
federacy together  by  the  eares.  This  folly  himself  eftsoone  perceeveth 
&,  so  reinforceth  itt  with  many  pretty  devises  of  his  owne  making,  so 
that  the  whole  argument  with  the  additionall  strength  being  put  into 
a  fighting  posture  stands  thus.  An  agent  from  England  not  thought 
on  till  3  weeks  before  the  coming  out  of  the  fleete  procured  by  som 
marchants  in  London  (among  whome  the  2  Bushells,  who  have  a 
brother  in  Lixoa  '  a  great  freind  of  the  rebells,  weare  cheife)  to  be  sent 
thither  &  there  by  them  to  be  mayntayned  disinterested  from  the 
publique  body  of  the  parlament  is  arrived  at  the  same  time  that 
another  agent  is  imployed  to  the  King  of  Spayne.2  Ergo  there  is  som 
great  plott  a  contriving  betweene  the  Parlament  of  England  &,  the 
King  of  Spayne  ;  how  true  the  particulars  of  these  are  I  leave  to  the 
gentlemen  conserned  in  itt,  ether  to  refuse  or  to  make  themselves 
merry,  which  they  shall  think  best  ;  but  who  seeth  not  that  this  wild 
logick  stands  in  neede  of  som  boldly  att  hand  to  second  itt,  &  they 
never  face  without  a  reserve  for  such  uses  itt  is  nothing  with  them  to 
devise  lyes  &  frame  votes,  to  create  mistrust  &  if  neede  be  to  work 
miracles  even  to  the  transforming  of  King  Tatam  3  into  a  roundhead 
their  study  &  care  is  not  so  much  how  their  devises  may  be  made  to 
looke  like  truth  as  how  they  may  be  fitted  to  their  purpose,  «fe  to  their 
purpose  indeede  itt  would  shuite  very  well  at  this  time  if  he  could  make 
his  Majesty  beleive  that  the  Parlament  of  England  is  so  neere  (as  he 
most  falsely  &  malitiously  affirmeth)  upon  terms  of  defiance  of  making 
warr  upon  him  ;  but  to  leave  him  to  his  owne  wayes  out  of  which  he 
cannot  walke,  &  to  come  to  a  speedy  close  of  this  tedious  discourse,  the 
playne  trueth  is  that  his  Highness  being  not  long  since  driven  out  of 
Ireland,  where  he  had  deserved  the  seate  of  his  principallity,  &  being 
now  by  Gods  providence  shutt  up  in  this  harbor,  whereby  his  hopes  of 
making  himselfe  greate  somewhere  abroade  in  the  wide  world,  was  so 
suddenly  &  extreamely  disapointed,  is  growne  desperate,  besturring  him  - 
selfe  on  every  side  with  his  lyes  as  Ajax  in  the  tragedy  did  with  his 

1  Lisbon.  2  Anthony  Ascham. 

3  [This  may  possibly  refer  to  John  Tatham,  dramatist  and  loyalist.  In  his  play 
The  Distracted  State,  which  was  acted  in  London  in  1641  and  subsequently, 
several  usurping  kings,  the  lawful  prince  being  in  exile,  are  brought  on  the  stage 
one  after  another  in  quick  succession,  placed  on  the  throne,  and  deposed  by  the 
power  of  the  sword.] 
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whips,  &  is  become  as  on  that  hath  altogether  lost  both  his  courage  & 
witt,  else  he  would  never  have  adventured  to  impose  such  sylly  gulleries 
as  he  hath  donne  upon  a  King  &  Counsell  so  prudent  &  circumspect  ; 
nor  would  have  violated  his  owne  honor  so  much  as  to  begg  protection 
&  cry  out  for  helpe  at  the  sight  of  such  an  inconsiderable  compagny  of 
Roundheads  as  wee  are,  &  as  in  his  jollity  he  is  pleased  to  make  of  us ; 
for  what  is  itt  else  but  the  impotency  of  spirritt  overwhelmed  with 
desperation  &  feare  that  hath  moved  him  to  such  extreame  impatience, 
to  break  e  out  into  such  raving  exclamations  against  our  audatious 
attempt  to  approach  so  neere  toward  his  highnesse,  with  such  haynous 
&  horrid  aggravations  of  the  manner  of  our  advance  &  most  importunate 
imprecations  of  justice  &  revenge  upon  us  as  if  to  have  assayled  his 
person  &  fleete  had  binne  to  trample  under  foote  the  law  of  nations,  to 
overturne  the  foundations  of  all  rule  &  right,  &  to  dissolve  the  very  bonds 
of  all  humane  sosiety  in  the  worlde,  whereas  his  highness  hath  most 
insolently  &  outragiously  affronted  the  power  &  honor  of  his  magesty, 
even  within  the  command  of  his  castells,  as  is  well  knowne,  &  yet 
thinks  he  hath  donne  nothing  therein  but  what  is  agreeable  to  his 
owne  greatness  ;  yea  the  excesse  &  rage  of  his  impatiency  &  malice 
against  us  is  such,  &  so  boundlesse,  that  he  would  fayne  make  his 
magesty  beleive  what  is  scarse  possible  for  a  sole  enemy  to  immagine 
of  us,  that  our  designe  was  not  to  end  in  the  destruction  of  him,  &  his 
fleete,  but  to  proceede  on  seizing  of  his  majestie's  fleete  bound  for 
Brazill,  yea  upon  the  citty  ittselfe,  but  whatsoither  itt  be  that  either 
the  malice  or  feare  of  our  enemies  ether  hath  or  shall  suggest  against 
us,  or  what  art  or  insinuations  soever  shall  be  used  by  any  to  make 
way  to  those  their  scandalous  &  wicked  suggestions  I  am  confident  his 
magesty  is  farr  from  reaceaving  any  such  impressions  as  by  them  are 
intended  upon  him,  nether  doubt  I  but  by  this  time  he  is  most  fully 
assured  both  of  the  sincere  &  well  affection  &  earnest  desire  of  the 
Parlament  of  England l  a  firme  &  perpetuall  league  of  amity  with  him  & 
the  nation  of  Portingall,  &  also  of  the  peacable  intentions  of  this  fleete 
&  of  our  innocent  behaviour  according  to  our  duty,  a  prosecution  <fe 
conformity  to  the  same,  &  if  probabilities  may  take  place  I  could  wish 
all  unprejudiced  men  to  consider  whither  the  Portugalls  may  not  with 
very  good  reason  promise  unto  themselves  more  advantage  and  security 
by  confiding  in  us,  who  are  sent  out  by  the  commonwealth  of  England 
for  the  protection  of  trade  rather  then  in  them  who  make  itt  their 
trade  to  spoyle  &  robb  whomesover  they  meete  almost  without  any 
discrimination  in  us  who  are  only  english,  the  most  antient  allyes 
affectionat  freinds  of  their  nation,  or  in  that  fleete  whose  strength 
doth  most  consist  of  Irish  who  have  ever  binne  &:  still  are  most 
passionatly  &  almost  superstitiously  devoted   to  the  Spanish  nation  & 

1  Some  words  here,  as  '  for  the  making  of,'  are  wanting. 
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party,  &  itt  is  a  thing  that  deserves  their  serious  consideration  A: 
examination  that  there  is  among  them  on  Mucknell  a  most  malitious 
enemy  to  the  Portingall  nation  who  about  five  years  since  being  master 
of  the  shipp  John  bound  to  the  East  India,  did  most  wickedly  & 
barbarously  betray  a  Porteges  governor,  sent  for  Goa  with  his  wife  & 
kinred  &  60  servants  whom  he  had  taken  att  Mazembeke, '  &  afterward 
inviting  him  &  a  great  part  of  his  retinew  ashoare  to  a  feast  at  the 
Isle  Johana,'2  most  perfidiously  left  him  there,  came  away  with  the 
shipp  &  being  two  leagues  off  the  Island  turned  the  remaynder  of  his 
company,  near  about  thirtyfive  in  number,  most  mercilesly,  into  a 
small  boate,  to  shift  for  themselves,  having  first  stripped  them  of  all 
their  gould  &  Jewells,  apparrell  &  goods  to  a  great  valew  :  itt  weare  easy 
upon  occation  to  abound  in  discoveries  of  the  horrid  practices  of  this 
generation  of  men  from  time  to  time  but  that  the  world  is  sufficiently 
full  of  the  crie  of  them,  &  for  my  part  I  take  not  so  much  delight  in 
ripping  up  the  vilenest  of  others  as  in  clearing  up  our  owne  innocency. 

1  I.e.  Mozambique. 

2  Johanna  or  Anyuan  Island,   midway  between    the    coasts  of  Africa  and 
Mozambique. 
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